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LIGHTHOUSE TOUR

Cape Neddick (“Nubble Light”)
Cape Neddick, one of the most photographed lighthouses in the world, stands prominently
at 41 feet tall, and is constructed of cast iron plates lined inside with brick. Built in 1879,
it is referred to as “Nubble Light” because of its location on the “Nubble,” a rocky island
off the eastern end of Cape Neddick. The lighthouse is owned by the town of York and 
maintained by the Coast Guard. It can be viewed from Sohier Park or by lighthouse 
cruises from Portsmouth, NH, but no public access is allowed on the island. The lighthouse
emits a flashing red light that can be seen 88 feet above the ocean. 

Goat Island
Perched on the southern end of Goat Island, this lighthouse was originally built of split stone and stood 20 feet high.
It was replaced in 1859 by the slightly larger white brick tower that is visible today. Goat Island was the last of the
Maine lighthouses to have a Coast Guard keeper. Today, it is maintained by the Kennebunkport Conservation Trust.
Visitors can view the lighthouse from Cape Porpoise or take a tour boat to get an up-close look. 

Portland Head
Maine’s oldest lighthouse is a sight to see at Ft. Williams Park located in Cape Elizabeth.
Construction began in 1787, but was stopped shortly thereafter for lack of funds. Two
years later, President George Washington and the first Congress authorized $1,500 to
complete the lighthouse. Built of rubblestone and lime, the tower stood 72 feet high and
debuted in 1791. Since then, the tower has been lowered, but then raised again after local
residents protested the cropping. The Portland Head now stands at 80 feet and shines a
white light out to sea. Visitors can stop by the museum, located in the former keepers’
quarters, or peruse lighthouse and Maine souvenirs at the gift shop.

Whaleback
The Whaleback Lighthouse, built of gray granite blocks, is situated on the northeast side of the Portsmouth Harbor.
When first constructed between 1829 and 1831, the lighthouse could not withstand the extreme weather conditions
and had to be rebuilt. In 1872, the new tower was assembled in a style similar to the Eddystone Light in England.
The best views are from Fort Foster in Kittery Point; Fort Constitution in Portsmouth, NH; and Great Island
Common in New Castle, NH.

Wood Island
Authorized by President Thomas Jefferson in 1808, the Wood Island Lighthouse is named for the uninhabited island
it stands on, located at the mouth of the Saco River. Originally built of rubblestone, it has since been replaced with
granite blocks. A white light beams 71 feet above the ocean. The lighthouse can be seen from the East Point Audubon
Sanctuary walking trail in Biddeford Pool. Summer tours are also offered by the Friends of Wood Island Lighthouse
(leaving from Vine’s Landing).   
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